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to Germany a telegram from Hitler reached him at Linz,
calling him to Berchtesgaden to report immediately in
person. Papen broke his journey at once and travelled to
Berchtesgaden,
His official activities as ambassador in Vienna there
terminated. But the old intriguer again promptly found a
way to Hitler's favour. He proposed a new method for the
transfer of Austria to Germany, the transfer that he had so
nearly prevented.
But before this new plan is described, and with it the end
of Austria, we must quote as an aid to the complete under-
standing of his official duties as ambassador a farewell
speech which he made on i6th February 1938, before the
Austro-German joint committee. This speech was short
but meaty. Here it is:
If, in a few days, I am to leave this post on the orders of
the Fiihrer and Chancellor, yet I believe I can do this
and face my superior and the German nation with a clear
conscience. It has been my endeavour in this period to
clear the ground by peaceful means for ideas of German
unity, and so to prevent the tragedy of German history
being augmented by a further catastrophe. The 11 th July
1936 was a beginning, and you will recollect that in this
same place a year ago I ventured the opinion that a new
spring would follow the storm over Austria. And it will
come too for Germany as surely as the world turns on its
axis.
This speech at first appears somewhat obscure when one
considers that it constituted the farewell of an unsuccessful
ambassador. It could only be properly understood by a
few of the initiated who were aware of the new mission which
Hitler had given Papen. For this speech, delivered a
month before the entry of the German troops into Austria,
proved that Papen already had knowledge of the programme
and could therefore regard his mission as successfully closed.
The contrast of this speech with Papen's own solemn
declaration to President Miklas, on the 6th August 1934, is
glaring : the latter utterance had provided for the respect of